NIGERIA AND THE SEARCH FOR PEACE:
THE CENTRAL ROLE OF THE KUKAH CENTRE
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EMMANUEL JOHN NKANTA, PhD

= Dr. Emmanuel John Nkanta is
an expert in Peacebuilding and
Development, possessing a
Master of Science degree in the
Sociology of Development, a
Master of Science degree
focused on Peace Studies and
Conflict Resolution, and a PhD
In Sociology.




EMMANUEL JOHN NKANTA, PhD

= He holds a certification in Conflict Management from the
National Peace Academy of the Institute for Peace and Conflict
Resolution. As an International Fellow at The King Abdullah
bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and
Intercultural Dialogue (KAICIID), he participated in a series of
International Peacebuilding and Dialogue programmes in
Kenya, India, and Portugal. He designed and implemented a
project on Peacebuilding and Social Cohesion in Nigeria.
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Nigeria-based Policy
Research Institute

Founded by Most Rev.
Matthew Hassan Kukah,
Bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Sokoto.




Our core areas of engagement:

Faith
Leadership

Public Policy




MISSION STATEMENT

Believing that the pursuit of the common good of all citizens
should be the basis for the existence of government, and that
citizen participation in their own affairs should be the heart of

governance, we shall aspire to set up a mediating institution for
achieving this.

e shall seek to conceptualize, design, clarify
and articulate proactive mechanisms that will
increase policy proficiency, effectiveness and
efficiency, and public participation and input
for the attainment of the common Good and
pursuit of the ideas of good governance.
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VISION

To aspire towards the attainment of a
more humane, democratic and free society
where citizens can live in real and true
freedom unencumbered by any structures of
exclusion on the basis of ethnic, religious,
social status, economic or gender differences.




Strategic Objectives:

To design programs that encourage
debates and free exchange of ideas.

To serve as a mediating platform
between the government, citizens and
"
To engage like-minded partners to promote
inclusive governance processes that foster
the common good of all citizens




Strategic Objectives:

To foster a productive partnership
between faith leaders, the academia
and public officials

To enhance the quality of leadership
training at all levels both in the public
and non-governmental sectors
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PROGRAM AREAS
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Leadership




PLATFORMS AND CORE
ACTIVITIES

Interfaith and Policy Dialogue

Leadership Training & Retreat

Round table and Lecture Series

Fellowship/Internship

Programmes
Advocacy




PARTNERSHIPS [2019 - 2023]
Supporting Leaders Against VE - TONY BLAIR

Kaduna State Youth Peace Academy - Plan
International

Supporting Leaders Nigeria (SLN) Project

Regional Peace Advocacy Initiative -

KAICHD
Religious Leaders Against Violent

Extremism — Caritas (Pilot Phase)




PARTNERSHIPS [2019 - 2023]

Ford Foundation

Foreign and Commonwealth Development

Office [FCDO]
MacArthur Foundation

United Nations Office for West Africa and the

Sahel [UNOWAS]
KAICIID




PARTNERSHIPS [2019 - 2023]

State-based Peace Interventions -
DFID

Open Society Foundation

Digital Education Project — ProFuturo Foundation

National Peace Committee Activities

Centre for Democracy and Development

[CDD]




PARTNERSHIPS [2019 - 2023]
SWISS

EU-Support to Political Parties

EU-Support to the National Peace
Committee
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The Supporting Leaders
Nigeria (SLN) Project is one
of the very impactful
interventions carried out by
The Kukah Centre. Tony
Blair Institute for Global
Change has been the
funder for this project
which sees us as a Centre
promoting the values of
peaceful co-existence
between Christians and
Muslims in Yobe, Kano, and
Gombe. This intervention
has witnessed remarkable
collaborations in areas of
commerce, interfaith
dialogue, security,
education, and in the social
lives of Christians and
Muslims in our focal
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ProFuturo is an initiative of
the Spanish government. The
aim is to help ten million
Children by 2020. Following
the need to advance the
course of Basic Education in
Nigeria, a tripartite agreement
was signed by ProFuturo, the
Northern Governor’s Forum
and the Catholic Bishop's
Conference of Nigeria.

A total number of 156 Primary
Schools across the 13
Northern States (Adamawa,
Bauchi, Benue, Borno, Kaduna,
Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Plateau,
Nasarawa, Niger, Sokoto, and
Taraba) were inspected and
116 were selected as
beneficiaries of the Digital
Classroom Project.
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State-based peace
Intervention has been
one of the successful
tools we use as a
Centre to promote the
peaceful conduct of
elections in Nigeria;
particularly in high-
risked crisis states.

The National Peace
Committee, of which
The Kukah Centre
serves as its secretariat
is committed to the
all-round peace of
Nigeria. We  have
established the Peace
Architecture in the 6
geo-political zones
states.
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The Kaduna State Youth Peace-building Academy (KSYPA) is an
initiative of Plan International and The Kukah Centre. We give
maximum attention to the training of young people in the areas of
peace-building and leadership. Being easy targets to violence, we try to
instill in them values geared towards the promotion of peace and
harmony for their good and that of the state.
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Leaders for Peace in Nigeria:
Supporting Religious Leaders
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Leaders for Peace in Nigeria (LPN): Supporting Religious Leaders
Against Extremist Violence is a project of The Kukah Centre in
collaboration with Caritas Germany. We aim to build peace through the
intervention of selected Religious Leaders and Community member
who are in most cases the gate-keepers in their communities.



PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE

Interfaith Dialogue and Collaboration

Proposal for Research, Policy, and Training for TKC

Expanded Proposal Under Caritas after the Pilot Phase

Regional Peace Advocacy Initiative

Documentation of Violent Incidents in Nigeria

Afri-Wave (African Women Against Violent Extremism)

Expansion of Independent State-based Peace

Architecture
Proposal for Skills/Entrepreneurship Training




PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE

Proposal for Skills/Entrepreneurship Training in Kaduna

Proposal for Research, Policy and Training for TKC

Expanded Proposal Under Caritas after the Pilot Phase

Regional Peace Advocacy Initiative

Documentation of Violent Incidents in Nigeria

Afri-Wave (African Women Against Violent Extremism)

Interfaith Dialogue and Collaboration






KUKAH CENTER COMPLEX

The Kukah Center Complex
was designed to feature
a grand and imposing
entrance, and to itself
be a contemporary and
state of the art edifice.
The complex, which is
to incorporate a wide
ranging cadre of activities,
has been designed so that
these activities take place
seamlessly in an open and

cordial work environment.

These peculiar considerations

led to the introducton
of an expansive courtyard

which also greatly aids

visibility and ventilaton

of the entire structure,
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Thank
You For
Your Time




