HOW GOVERNMENT POLICY ON EDUCATION CAN
QUALITY EDUCATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR T
TO PROMOTE PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE
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Introduction

Education is a fundamental right and a key factor in fostering social coh
promoting values like love, peace, and understanding. However, in Nigeri
Christian communities face significant challenges in accessing quality educ
northern Nigeria, religious tensions and conflicts lead to marginalization of
with schools receiving less funding and resources than Muslim-majority area
disparity can lead to inadequate educational infrastructure and lack of basic f
teaching materials, and qualified teachers. Violence incidents, such as the abdu
276 schoolgirls by Boko Haram in 2014, also disproportionately affect Christian
students and educators. These examples highlight the urgent need for equitabl
government policies to address educational disparities and empower Christi
communities, promoting peace and unity across Nigeria.




Objective of this paper:

Objective of this paper:

» This presentation explores how
effective government policies can
enhance the quality of education in
public schools, particularly for the

poor, thereby promoting peaceful
co-existence.




Some government policies and practices that
perceived as anti-peaceful co-existence in public

Discriminatory Curriculum: Curricula that do not include diverse cultu
religious perspectives can marginalize certain groups, fostering resentme
division among students.

» Inequitable Funding: Disparities in funding between schools in different
communities can exacerbate tensions, particularly when schools serving
or less affluent populations receive significantly less support.

conflict resolution and peacebuilding skills can lead to increased violence and
misunderstandings among students from different backgrounds.

» Lack of Conflict Resolution Education: The absence of programs that t§\ach

» Security Policies: Overly militarized security measures in schools can cr
atmosphere of fear rather than safety, hindering open dialogue among
and promoting divisions.




Neglect of Religious Freedom: Policies that fail to respect the religious prac
students can lead to feelings of alienation and discrimination, undermining t
inclusivity and respect.

Insufficient Support for Marginalized Groups: The lack of targeted support f
from marginalized communities can perpetuate cycles of poverty and exclusio
contributing to social unrest.

Failure to Address Bullying: Inadequate policies to combat bullying, especially
religious or ethnic identity, can create hostile environments that undermine peac
existence.

Definition of Quality Education: According to UNESCO’s Education for All 2020-2015, sé
Quality education encompasses not only academic excellence but also the development of crit
thinking, social skills, and emotional well-being.

The Impact of Quality Education on any Society: Quality education contributes to econor
growth, reduces poverty, and fosters social harmony. When people are educated, it enhance
peaceful co-existence.



Current Challenges by Christian Commu
in Public Education

» Funding Inequities: Many Christian communities, especially in rural and
areas, face significant funding disparities in public education. Schools in pre
Christian regions often receive less financial support, limiting their ability to
essential resources, infrastructure, and quality teaching. This inequity hampers
educational opportunities for children in these communities.

» Infrastructure Deficiencies: Numerous public schools serving Christian popula
basic facilities such as clean water, proper sanitation, and safe classrooms. This no
affects the learning environment but also poses health risks to students. In some are
schools may be destroyed or damaged due to violence, further exacerbating the ch
faced by students and teachers.




Current Challenges

» Teacher Quality: The shortage of qualified teachers in many Christian-
majority regions is a pressing concern. Many educators lack adequate training
and support, which can lead to substandard teaching practices. This situation is
often compounded by low morale among teachers who work in difficult
conditions, making it harder for students to receive the quality education they
deserve.

» Safety and Security Concerns: Christian students and educators frequently
face threats of violence, particularly in regions where there is ongoing conflict
or militant activity. Incidents such as targeted attacks on schools create a
climate of fear, discouraging attendance and undermining the right to
education. This insecurity disproportionately affects girls, who may be at a
higher risk of abduction or violence.




Current Challenges

» Cultural and Religious Bias: Marginalization of Christian in educational
curricula can lead to a lack of representation and understanding of their values
and beliefs. This can create an environment where Christian students feel
Isolated or discriminated against, hindering their ability to thrive academically
and socially.

» Increased Funding and Resource Allocation: It is crucial for the government
to prioritize funding for schools in marginalized communities. By allocating
adequate resources, we can ensure that every child has access to quality
education regardless of his/her religion or ethnic background, reflecting our
belief in the inherent dignity and worth of each individual created in God's
Image.




Current Challenges

» Curriculum Development: The Government should Develop an inclusive
curricula that incorporates Christian/Muslim values and teachings that can
foster a deeper understanding of faith and morality. Integrating peace education
and conflict resolution into the curriculum will empower our youth to navigate
challenges and promote harmony in their communities, aligning with our
calling to be peacemakers.

» Teacher Training and Support: Investing in the professional development of
teachers in public schools is essential. By providing them with the necessary
training and support, we can equip educators to nurture not only the academic
growth of students but also their spiritual and emotional well-being,
embodying the holistic approach to education championed by our faith.




How can Government Policies Enhance
Education from a Christian Perspectiv

» Community Engagement: The Government should encourage partnership between schools
centers (Church/Mosque), and community organizations to strengthen educational outcomes.
active participation from parents and community members, we can create a supportive environ
reflects our commitment to love and serve one another, building a stronger foundation for our ¢
education.

» Monitoring and Evaluation: The Government should Implement a robust mechanisms to assess
outcomes by ensuring accountability and effectiveness. By using data-driven approaches, They can
areas needing improvement and advocate for necessary changes, fulfilling our responsibility to advo
justice and equity in education for all children.




The Role of NIREC in Promoting Peaceful Co
In Education within the Public Schools

The Nigeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC) can play a vital role in fostering peacefu
education within public schools. Our recommendation to NIREC are as follows:

Initiate NIREC forum in Public Schools: for nurturing an inclusive and harmonious ed
environment that reflects our shared values of love, respect, and understanding.

Dialogue and Collaboration in Public Schools: NIREC Should facilitates interfaith dialog
religious leaders, educators, and community stakeholders where these public schools are situa
promoting discussions that focus on mutual respect and understanding, NIREC can help to bri
divides between different faith communities, fostering a spirit of cooperation that is essential fo
co-existence in schools.

Curriculum Advocacy: NIREC advocates for the inclusion of peace education and ethic
school curricula. By emphasizing the importance of empathy, tolerance, and conflict re
supports the development of well-rounded students who can engage positively with di

embodying the Christian call to love one’s neighbor.



Conflict Resolution Training: NIREC provides training programs for educators an
conflict resolution and mediation skills. These programs equip participants with the t
address and resolve disputes peacefully, promoting a culture of dialogue rather than v
within the school environment.

Community Engagement: NIREC encourages active participation from religious orga
in educational initiatives. By collaborating with local churches and faith-based groups,
helps to create supportive networks that enhance the educational experience for all studen
fostering a shared commitment to peace and unity.

Monitoring and Advocacy: NIREC monitors educational policies and practices to ensure t
promote inclusivity and equality. By advocating for equitable treatment of all students, regar
of their religious background, NIREC helps to create a safe and supportive learning environm
that upholds the dignity of every child.

Through these efforts, NIREC can play a crucial role in promoting peaceful co-existence in p
schools, ensuring that education serves as a foundation for unity and understanding among
Nigeria’s diverse communities. Together, we can work towards an educational system th
our shared commitment to peace and collaboration, nurturing future generations in fait
fellowship.



Conclusion

» Christians are urged to advocate for the poor an
public school education, ensuring every child recel
education they deserve. Investing In education can cr
more equitable soclety, honoring individual digni ty
promoting  peaceful  co-existence  among
communities. Together, we can build a brighter future for
next generation.
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