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UARTERLY MEETIN F E_NIGERIA INTER-RELI US COUNCIL
NIREC) HELD AT THE CONFERENCE HAL F IMO CONCORDE HOTEL
OWERRI, IMO STATE, FROM 12™ — 14™ juULY, 2010.

The Nigeria Inter Religious Council (NIREC) under the Co-Chairmanship of the Sultan
of Sokoto, who is also the President-General of the Nigerian Supreme Council for
Islamic Affairs (NSCIA) His Eminence, Alhaji Muhammadu Sa’ad Abubakar CFR; and
the President of Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), President, Pentecostal
Fellowship of Nigeria, Pastor Ayo Oritsejafor held its 2" Quarterly General meeting
at the Imo Concorde Hotel, from 12" — 14" July, 2010. The meeting was attended
by the principal officers and members of NIREC from across all zones of the
Federation.

The formal opening ceremony of the meeting was attended by His Excellency, the
Governor of Imo State, Chief Ikedi Ohakim who was ably represented by the Deputy
Governor; Lady (Dr.) Ada Okwuonu who declared the meeting open.

Other dignitaries present at the opening include, the Honourable Commissioner of
Information, Anambra State who represented the Governor, Dr. Peter Obi;
Chairman, Imo State and South East Council of Traditional‘Rulers, Eze (Dr.) C.I.
Ilomuanya; Chairman, CAN, Imo State, Pastor (Dr.) Cosmas:-Iléchukwu; Chief Imam,
Imo State Muslim Council, Sheik Dauda Onyeagocha; Chairman Muslim Council of
Imo State, Alhaji Yusuf Nwoha, Secretary General , Muslim Council of Imo State,
Alhaji Jibril Nwagwasim, Secretary, Imo State CAN, Elder Aboama; Chairman, CAN
Abia State, Bishop Goddy Okafor; other religious and traditional rulers from Abia
State.

A paper titled "Unemployment and Job Creation: Impact on Peaoe Building
and Security in Nigeria” written by Dr. Kabir Mato was ably delivered by Mr.
Eruke Earnest. The paper generated a lot of discussion from the people present.
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y The Council:

s ™ » Expressed its immense gratitude and appreciation to His Excellency, the
Governor of Imo State, Dr. Ikedi Ohakim and the Anambra State
Governor for sending a representative, and the Government and people
of Imo State for the support and hospitality extended to the members.

The Council observed that:

= Peace and security are key ingredients for the development of the
country.

» Peace is a process of guaranteeing and upholding integrity, justice and
equity in the society.

= The two major religions in the country, Islam and Christianity, promote
the message of peaceful coexistence and respect for other religions.

= Sources of conflicts are often multi-dimensional and more often, socio-
economic and political in nature.

= The influential leaders in the society are often engaged in stirring and
formeting social unrest to promote either political or personal agenda

= Feelings of injustice and inequity fuel conflicts.

= Security of life and property still remain worrisome to all.

= The incidence of kidnapping is becoming rampant and of great concern to
all. -

* The position of power is service and not self enrichment.

= Political leaders should be challenged by their followership to account for
their stewardship.

= Employment opportunities should be created.

RESOLUTIONS
The Council:

i) Commiserates with the family of late President Alhaji Umaru Yar'Adua,
and all Nigerians on his death and pray for the repose of his soul.

ii) Congratulates President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan on his @ssumption of
the Presidency and pray that the Aimighty will direct his actions.

iii) Calls all on government at all levels that given the depressing economy in
the country to adopt austerity measures; in particular the national
Assembly should take the lead by drastically reducing their salaries and
allowances.

iv) Calls on all state governments to respect the freedom of religion as
entrenched in the Constitution and avoid policies that hinder the provision
of places of worship by religious bodies. .

v) Calls for the abolition of indigene and settler dichotomy to be replaced
with common citizenship that accords every Nigerian full civil and political
rights anywhere they live.

vi) Thanks the former CAN President, His Grace, Archbishop John Onaiyekan
(CON), for his selfless service to the Council during his tenure as Co-Chair.



The Council hopes that he will continue to make valuable contributions to

NIREC.
vii) Welcomes the new CAN President Pastor Ayodele Joseph Oritsejafor as

viii)

he Co-Chairs the affairs of the Council.

Calls on Governments at various levels to put in place stratedn"es to
reduce and possibly eradicate the incident of kidnapping, armed
robberies and other social vices from the polity.

ix) Warns religious preachers who preach inciting sermons to desist from

such.

x) Urges devotees of the two religions to espouse dialogue as a useful tool
of encouraging peaceful co existence amongst the people.

xi) Affirms its dedication to work assiduously towards the resolution of
conflicts occurring from interactions of peoples in a multi ethnic and
multi religious society in order that the impact of the Council would be
felt by all and sundry.

xii) Calls on Governments at all levels, groups and all Nigerians, particularly

xiii)
Xiv)

XV)

the Faith-based Organisations to put in place policies aimed at
promoting peace and religious harmony in Nigeria by encouraging socio-
economic justice, transparency and good governance.

Calls on the media (both electronic and print) to abide by the ethics of
their profession by reporting events factually and accurately.

Urges the Government to closely monitor the Niger Delta Amnesty
Programme to ensure that the Post Amnesty Phase remains on course.

Urges the National Assembly and the States House of Assembly to

expedite action on the constitutional Amendments.

Commends the Government on the appointment of a new INEC
Chairman and his team and urges the Government to ensure the
conduct of credible, fair and transparent elections in 2011 where
people’s will shall prevail.

Urges parents and guardians to counsel their children and wards not to
allow themselves to be misled and used as thugs/mlscreants to
destabilize the polity.

Calls on politicians to ensure that the country is pohtlcally stable to
encourage foreign investment.

Calls on Resident Doctors to call off their strike for humanitarian
reasons and continue with negotiation.

Calls on the Federal, State and Local Governments to formulate
effective policy measures that will drastically reduce unemployment
especially of youths by creating avenues for meaningful employment.
Commends the Federal Government on the recently announced
minimum wage and urgesthe Government to put in place basic facilities
to ensure that the wage increase impacts positively on the life of
workers.
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Commiserates with the families of those who lost their lives in the
senseless mayhem and pray that the Almighty console them.

Wishes those who were injured during the attack quick recovery.

Urges the Federal Government to leave no stone unturned in fishing
out the culprits of the dastardly act and prosecute them

Condemns the rising culture of kidnapping in our society.

Calls on the National Assembly to promulgate a law that would
prescribe appropriate punishment commensurate to the serious crime
of kidnapping.

Condemns categorically the spate of killings and assassinations
attributed to the Boko Haram group and calls on the judiciary to
expedite action in the dispensation of justice.

Urges the government to implement the convention on the control of
small arms to which the country is a signatory

Calls on security agencies at the border to map out strategies for
curbing the importation of small arms

the Role of Traditional and Religious Leaders

Government at all levels and the security agencies must join hands
with traditional and religious leaders and other well meaning Nigerians
to ensure that national crises are tackled urgently and decisively.

Urges religious and traditional leaders to restrain themselves from
getting involved in partisan politics but rather to focus attention and
energies in supporting the sound foundations upon which our political
and socio-economic system are built.

On the Forthcoming Elections

Appeals to politicians and the generality of Nigerians to guard their
utterances and not foment violence in the country.

Calls on politicians to conduct their campaigns with decorum, dignity
and respect and eschew the manipulation of religion and ethnicity
Urges all leaders and stakeholders not to pay ~disproportionate
attention to the politics of personalities over the pol_itic’é of issues and
remember that leadership is about vision and the ability to design
appropriate and responsive programmes to actualize the vision.

Calls on all stakeholders especially the INEC, the police to work
together for free, fair and credible elections.

Urges all security agencies to be always alert and to nip in the bud any
crisis that may rear its ugly head.

Calls on religious and traditional leaders to strive to promote the values
of equity and justice to engender peace and good governance.

Urges all to promote the values of equity and justice which are
necessary ingredients for peace and good governance.



