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THIRD QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE NIGERIA INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL
(NIREC) HELD AT REIZ CONTINENTAL HOTEL, ABUJA, FROM 25™ TO 27™
AUGUST, 2021

COMMUNIQUE

PREAMBLE :

The Nigeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC), under the leadership of the co-Chairmen,
His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto and President-General of the Nigeria Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs (NSCIA), Alhaji Muhammad Sa‘ad Abubakar, CFR, mni, and
the President of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), Rev. Dr. Samson Olasupo
A. Ayokunle, held its 3 Quarter General Meeting at Reiz Continental Hotel, Abuja,
from the 25 to 27™ August, 2021. The theme of the Meeting, which was declared
open by the Secretary to the Government of the Federation (SGF), Mr. Boss Gida
Mustapha, was “Making Nigerians Healthy to Achieve a Healthy Society”.

The opening ceremony was attended by the Governor of Ekiti State, His Excellency, Dr
Kayode Fayemi, who is also the Chairman of the Nigeria Governors Forum, and the
Governor of Plateau State, who is also the Chairman of the Northern Governors
Forum, His Excellency, Rt Hon. Simon Bako Lalong. Also in attendance were the
representative of the Inspector General of Police, Diplomats and members of NIREC
among many other respected dignitaries.

Apart from the sensitisation talk by the Executive Director of the National Primary
Health Care Developfnent Agency (NPHCDA), Dr Faisal Shuaib, two papers were
presented on the theme of the meeting by Prof. Shedrack Gaya Best, a Professor of
Peace and- Security Studies at the University of Jos, and Dr Khalid Aliyu Abubakar,
Secretary General, Jama'atu Nasril Islam. After a close-door interactive session with



the two Governors, NIREC paid a courtesy visit to the Defence Headquarters with a
view to deepening engagement with the military chiefs.

RESOLUTIONS u
After discussing extensively the State of the Nation with respect to issues that are very
relevant to the wellbeing of Nigerians and the peace of the country, NIREC:

iy commended the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR, for
recently granting audience to the leadership and members of NIREC to
discuss the challenges confronting the nation;

2. appreciated the Armed Forces of Nigeria for the efforts made so far in
tackling the menace of insecurity plaguing the country while urging them
to do more to guarantee the safety and security of Nigerians;

3. demanded that the Federal Government take necessary steps to increase
security manpower and modern equipment to further strengthen and
build on the successes recorded so far in the fight against terrorism,
banditry and all forms of crimes and criminality in Nigeria;

4. encouraged the Nigeria Police Force and other security agencies to do
more in the area of intelligence gathering and getting rid of bad eggs
among them in order to gain more public confidence;

5. re-emphasised its commitment to speaking with one voice on issues
affecting the nation while urging the authorities to deal decisively with
criminals regardless of regional or religious colourations;

6. ° called on Government and security agencies to deal decisively with
religious and ethnic leaders who engage in hate preaching and

_incitement in order to bring an end to the vicious cycle of violence in
various parts of the nation, especially in Plateau State;

7. pledged to work closely with the Nigeria Governors Forum in terms of

" advice, -information sharing and peacebuilding efforts in furtherance of
_ achieving good governance across the states of the Federation;

8.  frowned at the deplorable security situation in the country and the
helpless state of the citizens who have persistently suffered attacks and
displacement; ‘
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denounced the horrendous attitude of Nigerians who take laws into their
own hands by killing innocent citizens and called on government to
ensure proper prosecution of arrested suspects and prevent further
attacks across Nigeria;

condemned strongly the ongoing spectra of killings in Plateau State, the
daring abduction of military personnel at the Nigerian Defence Academy
(NDA) Kaduna and the continuous attacks in many parts of Northern
States;

resolved to visit Plateau State on a peace mission in order to interface
with the relevant stakeholders and communities towards ensuring that
the crisis is nipped in the bud;

urged the Federal Government to consult widely before granting amnesty
to terrorists and insurgents while advising that such a programme should
only be embarked on if it is highly pertinent to the peace of the nation;
enjoined the Federal and state governments to give priority to displaced
and traumatised victims of attacks and ensure that they are compensated
and provided with relief, rehabilitation and settlement;

admonished government at all levels to be just and fair to all citizens in
the conduct of government business and be more responsive,
transparent, and accountable to reduce the feelings of alienation,
marginalisation and disaffection in the country;

tasked government at all levels to reduce unemployment by creating
more job opportunities for the teeming unemployed Nigerians, especially
the youth, by reviving moribund companies, increasing access to
agricultural facilities, granting agricultural loans to the youth, increasing
electricity supply to Nigerians and ensuring access to funds for small and

“medium-scale enterprises to reduce poverty;

prayed fervently for God's forgiveness and mercy on Nigeria so that the
massive shedding of innocent blood, unending harassment and

" humiliation of Nigerians by bandits, criminals, kidnappers, Boko Haram

and criminal herdsmen would stop;

stressed the need to review the Nigerian security architecture, engage
the local vigilante security network and deepen community engagement
in the various states of the Federation to curb insecurity in the land;
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reiterated the need for the Federal Government to strengthen the Police
and the Judiciary as their failure can seriously compromise the security of
any nation;

challenged the Judiciary and Security Agents to ensure that criminals are
brought to justice and trials of arrested suspects are speedily concluded
to serve as a deterrent to others;

persuaded Nigerians to renew and increase their faith in the unity of
Nigeria and build an environment where prejudice, corruption,
intolerance, violence and other vices will remain alien to our culture and
practices; we must continue to live together and pursue the common
good and promote peace in the country;

charged all Nigerians to have unconditional love for one another as God
commanded irrespective of religious, ethnic or political affiliations;
supported the vaccination of Nigerians to prevent the spread of Covid-
19 and clamoured the observance of Covid-19 protocols by all;

decried the threat by the Edo State Government that those who have not
been vaccinated will not be allowed into churches and mosques because
the threat is not only uncalled for but also amounts to a violation of the
guaranteed fundamental rights of citizens;

advised the media to be conflict-sensitive, patriotic and responsible in
reporting news because their bias, prejudice and sensational reportage
often fuel crisis and threaten the security of lives and property; and
canvassed an urgent and inclusive national dialogue of all critical
stakeholders and elder statesmen led by President- Muhammadu Buhari,
GCFR, on proffering actionable solutions to the hydra-headed problems
confronting our dear country.

APPRECIATION

The Nigeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC) appreciates the immense support and
contributions of the Federal Government under President Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR,
towards the success of the meeting. We are particularly grateful to the Secretary to
the Government of the Federation, Mr. Boss Gida Mustapha, for according NIREC its
deserved cooperation. |



NIREC also appreciates the Governors of Ekiti and Plateau States for gracing the
plenary session of the meeting. The Council is no less grateful to the Guests Speakers,
Prof.’ Shedrack Best and Dr Khalid Abubakar, as well as the Executive Director of
NPHCDA for doing justice to the theme of the meeting. The Council is committed to
extending the lessons learnt from the speakers and contributors to its various
structures.
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